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PROLOGUE 


The hill tract lying between Bangladesh plains to the south and the 
Assam plains to the north forms the so called Garo, Khasi and the 
Jaintia hills, going fom west to east. This range of mountain becomes 
continous in the east with the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar hills 
of Assam which itself is connected to the Naga hills in the east. The 
Garo, Khasi and the Jaintia hills comprises the Indian state having a 
Sanskritised name of Meghalaya meaning the abode of the clouds, 
much alike the Himalayas the home of ice or snow. 


The Khasi people ie. the Khasi proper and Jaintia and others inhabit 
the Khasi and Jaintia hills. There are few scattered communities of 
Khasis in the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar hills districts, Cachar 
district of Assam and also in Bangladesh. 


The Khasi country has three parts, the northern Bhoi region with 
extensive flat lands and valleys, having a gradual sloping towards the 
north. 


The central region is called the Ri-Lum. It has a higher elevation and 
is in the shape of an irregular plateau. The Shillong peak (6449 feet) 
is the highest point here. It also includes the central plateau of the 
Jaintia hills with small ranges of hills with wide and beautiful valleys 
within them. 


The southern War region is somewhat irregularly composed, having 
steep slopes, deep gorges, with a sudden descent down to the southern 
plains. 


The upper segment of the land presents a temperate climate but the 
border areas to the north and south have a warmer climate, 
corresponding to that of the adjacent plainsland. Cherrapunji or Sohra 
in the Khasi tongue is a rainy spot competitively exchanging place 
with a neighbouring village of Mawsynram for the title of the 'wettest 
place on earth’. 


Khasi is a general term for the various tribes and subtribes of the 
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Khasi and Jaintia hills. The Khynriams or Nonglums are the Khasi 
proper. They inhabit the middle range of hills and are composed of 
the Khynriam proper and their allied subtribes in the central plateau. 
The Pnar or Jaintia or Synteng occupy the central plateau of the 
Jaintia hills. The War sub-tribe live on the south. They include the 
Shella people and other allied groups, the Amwi people with their 
allied War-Synteng of the Southern Jaintia hills. The Bhois, both 
Khasi and Pnar dwell on the northern part of the Khasi and Jaintia 
hills. Lyngngams comprises a Garo admixed Khasi group dwelling on 
the westernmost and northwest edge of the Khasi hills. Several minor 
non-Khasi groups of people are interspersed in between. 


Majority of the Khasi people are fair and medium complexioned with 
an Austro-Mongoloid physiognomy and with very common 
sprinklings of Negroid and Caucasoid features. Khasi proper of the 
uplands are mostly brown or fair complexion, the Pnars and Bhois 
are however a bit darker and the Lyngngams a bit more. 


The overall appearence bear similarities with the Burmese 
(Myanmarese), Cambodian (Kampuchean), Malay and Palaung-Wa 
group of people of south-east Asia. However slanting eyes with 
prominent epicanthic folds and high check bones are less common 
and less pronounced in the Khasi's physical features, unlike the 
Mongoloids. 


The Khasis practice a system of matriliny. The inheritance of the 
clanshood coming down the mother's side. This is a peculiarity which 
is not common with others. Most tribes and communities in the 
India's north-east are patrilineal. Those few among others to follow 
the system of matrilineage probably did so after coming in contact 
with the Khasis like the Hill Lalung or Hill Tiwa tribe of Assam and 
Meghalaya and the Garos of Meghalaya. 


The Khasis were in the habit of raising monoliths as 
commemorative or religious structures. These can be seen strewn 
all over the Khasi country in the form of menhirs, dolmens and 
other megaliths. The Konyak Naga tribe also used to indulge in 
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similar activities of erecting monoliths. A linguistic connection was 
noted by some scholars between the Khasi and Konyak languages and 
also with the Wanchoo (Vanchoo) tribe of Arunachal Pradesh state of 
India. 


The Khasi language alongwith it's various local variations is classed 
as an Austric language of the Mon-Khmer/Mon-Annam group. The 
Mon or Tailang are one of the earliest inhabitants of Burma 
(Myanmar) and represent an Austro-Asiatic segment of people 
admixed with early Telegu or Telinga immigrants from India. Khmer 
is another name for the Cambodians or Kampucheans. Annamese are 
the Vietnamese proper. They also show similarities with the Malay 
language and a similarity is highly probable with the Malagasy people 
of the Madagascar island, off the coast of Africa in the Indian occean. 


Several linguistic and nomeclatural similarities have been noted 
between many Mon-Khmer speaking tribes of south-east Asia and the 
Khasis. Tribe names like Stieng and Bahner are congnate with the 
names Synteng and Pnar. Name of the tribe Wa is similar to the name 
War. The Wa tribe represents a comparatively primitive people 
inhabiting a widely scattered area in upper Burma (Myanmar), the 
Yunnan province of China and Thailand. They are divided into Lawa 
or "tame Wa", who are mostly Buddhist, adopting Shan (Tai) or 
Chinese customs and Kawa or the "Wild Wa" who are animist and 
were politically autonomous until quite recently. A vivid account of 
the "Wild Wa" of the recent times can be obtained from the book "The 
Land of Jade" by a Swedish writer Mr. Bertil Lintner. The book was 
written on a journey through Assam, Nagaland and across the border 
through Burma (Myanmar) into Thailand. The linguistic similarities 
are extensive, a few samples are given herewith. 


The Khasi language also have words dissimilar with the Austric 
languages and with striking similarity with languages placed far away 
in Asia, Europe and Africa, which seems more than mere co- 
incidence. The origin of the word "Khasi" as applicable to the Khasis 
is also something of a mystery. 


Some words of Khasi and other languages 


Khasi---------------------- ar 
Palaung-------------------- ar 

Oo 
Khasi (War)-------------- a 
Wa------------------------- ra 
Khasi---------------------- khmat 
Khasi (War)-------------- mat 
Mon----------------------- mote eye 
Santhal-------------------- met 
Munda--------------------- met 
Greek---------------------- MAH-tee 
Khasi---------------------- khmut 
Wa------+------------------ kon-much 
Mon------------------------ Moo, much nose 
Santhal-------------------- Mu 
Munda--------------------- Mun 
Greek--------------------- MEE-tee 


Wa------------------------- khlin 
head 
Palaung-------------------- kin 
Yin or Reang------------- kin 
Khasi---------------------- ki 
they 
Yin or Reang------------ ku 
Khasi---------------------- kjat 
Munda--------------------- kata 
Mon------------------------ ka'ta jan foot 
Malay------------=--=------ kaki 
Cham---------------------- kakai 
Khasi---------------------- kren------------- talk, speak 
Maori-----=---------------- korero--------- talk,conversation 
(New Zealand) 
Khasi---------------------- krit-------- a sword 
Malay---------------------- kris------- a knife or a dagger with 
multiple curves. 
Nepali--------------------- khu-kri---a knife 
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Khasi---------------------- ti, tai 
Ao (Naga)---------------- teke 
Ainu----------------------- tek, tege hand 
Palaung-------------------- ti 
Wa-------------------------- ti 
Khasi---------------------- kupo 
Khmer--------------------- pho belly 
Mon (spoken)------------ phon 
Khasi---------------------- hinriew - 
six 
Mon (spoken)------------ ta raw 


Khasi-----------=%.-------- iing 
Japanese---2------------- iye Hanes 
Old English--------------- in 
Khasi---------------------- ingdong 

back 
Savara--------------------- kindon 
(central India) 
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Wa------------------------- loi three 
Cham---------------------- klau 
Khasi---------------------- mad------- to taste 
Ainu----------------------- mau------- taste,flavour, character 
Khasi---------------------- masi 
Khasi (War)-------------- massow 

cow 
Boro----------------------- masau 
Dimasa-------------------- mu-su 
Japanese------------------- me assi 
Khasi---------------------- masi shynrang 

bull 

Japanese------------------ O ussi 
Khasi---------------------- U honourable 

male title 
Burmese------------------- U 


Burma group------------- nga 

(Myanmar) I 
Tibetan group------------ nga 

(including Ladakhi) 
Chinese-------------------- ngo 


Ainu (Japan)------------- nimaki 

Mon (written)------------ nek 

Mon (spoken)------------ neak tooth 
Khasi---------------------- bniat 
Khasi---------------------- phi,me 
Palaung------------------- me ‘f you (thou) 
Wa-------------------------- be 


Khasi---------------------- phi 

you 
Yin or Reang------------- pe 
Khasi---------------------- phra 

eight 
Khmer--------------------- pram bei 


Khmer--------------------- pram buon------- nine 
Khasi---------------------- san 

five 
A-mok-------------------- shen 
Khasi---------------------- shi------------ prefix meaning one 
Ainu----------------------- shi------------ lone, solitary, one 


Boro----------------------- se 
Dimasa-------------------- se tie 
Garo----------------------- sa 
Deuri----------------------- sa 
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solitary 
[ati seetesee see singulam 
Kihasi2s2s+--22s2s222 2222-5 shiphew 
Malay---------------------- sa-puloh ten 
Chigini2see8-ceesesese sce a! sa-pluh 
Khasi---------------------- shiteng 

half 
M alay ----------------4,---- stingah 


Khasi----@g-"\y--- sniuh 
Palaung-------------------- hu 
Savata--------------------- u age 
Munda--------------------- u 
Santhali-------------------- u 
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Palaung------------------- om 
Khasi (War)-------------- am water 
Wa-------------------------- ram 
Mon------------------------ nam 
Ahom---------------------- nam 
Khasi---------------------- u sim (syiar)-----cock 

ka siar------------ hen 
Palaung-Wa group----- sim---------------- bird 
Ainu----------------------- wa 
Arabic--------------------- wa and 
Khasi---------------------- bad 
Khasi---------------------- wei 

one 

Mon (written)------------ mwai 


graush CHANNEL 


Sketch map of British Isles 


Scott, Scotland, Kelts 


David Scott was perhaps one of the first European to have visited the 
interiors of the Khasi hills. It was he who first initiated negotiations 
with a powerful Khasi chieftain, the Syiem of Nongkhlaw U Tirot 
Singh. The purpose was the construction of a north-south spanning 
road through the Khasi hills. The Assam plains and the eastern 
Bengal were by this time already within the confines of the British 
Raj. He travelled up the numerous footpaths known to Khasis as 
lynti-khasi to attend a conclave of Khasi chiefs. at Nongkhlaw. 
Employing porters to carry him, he spent three nights on the way to 
reach Nongkhlaw on the 3rd of November 1826, covering a distance 
of 60 miles. 


He was popular with the hillsfolk and has to his credit the 
introduction of potato, pears, cabbage and beet cultivation in the hills. 
Mother of U Tirot Singh Ka Ksan Syiem was particularly fond of this 
foreigner. She saved him during the sudden revolt of the Khasis, by 
warning him at the dead of a night. At the age of 45 years, Scott 
ended his life in his beloved Khasi hills at Cherrapunji in August 
1831. His grave can be seen even today. 


Shillong in the central plateau land was made the military 
headquarters of the British in 1866 and in 1874 it was made the 
capital of the province of Assam. After the division of the Assam 
state and the creation of Meghalaya, Shillong has been the capital of 
Meghalaya. Enthralled by its natural beauty, Khasi hills in general 
and Shillong in particular was called by the Britishers "The Scotland 
of the East". 


Scotland is the northernmost of the four countries (England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland) that comprise the United Kingdom. It 
is a hilly land with a cool climate and has several offshore islands 
within its boundaries. Divided into four regions Highlands, Lowlands, 
Southern Uplands and Islands, Scotland 
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makes up roughly one-third of the island of Great Britain. 


Scotland is the English name, the French, Italian and the Spanish have 
different terminology for the words Scotland and scotch : 


Scotland Scotch 
French Ecosse [ay-KUHSS] ecossais [ay-KUH-SEH] 
Italian Scozea [SKOH-ts_ yah] scozzese [Skoht-TSEH-seh] 
Spanish Escocia [ehss-KOH-S_ yah] escosese [Ehss-koh-SEHSS] 
The ancient Romans used to call the ancient Scots, Scotti. 


Like most places in the world, informations on the earliest inhabitants 
of the islands of Great Britain and Ireland are limited and shrouded in 
darkness. Some sources suggests the occupation of the isles by a non- 
Indo-European group of people called Iberians, which was followed 
by the arrival of the so-called Kelts an Indo-European people from the 
European mainland. Iberia is the older name for the Spanish 
peninsula. 


The Kelts were the first prehistoric people to rise from anonymity in 
the European territories north of the Alps mountains. They dominated 
the western and central European scene right upto the advent and the 
rise of the Roman civilisation. Greeks used to call them Keltoi and the 
Romans called them Gauls. They had settled a great part of Europe 
extending from Ireland and Britain up to the region of Galatia in 
modern day Turkey. There is a possibility of further eastwards 
presence in Asia, along the northern slopes of Himalayas upto the 
Kam province of Tibet, Upper Burma and thence southwards into 
Assam and northwards towards Japan. 

Kelts held considerable political and military significance. But 
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they never presented a united front or ethnic group or a great empire, 
they were divided into many tribes with different dialects. They are 
an important factor in the development of a specifically European 
civilisation. As a people Kelts loved war and adventure, pleasure and 
feasts. 


The various people recorded and mentioned by the ancient Romans 


and others as Bretons, Scots, Gauls etc. were all Kelts!. In Spain, 
Kelts mixed with native Iberians to form the community of 
Keltiberians. 


One of the oldest recorded inhabitants of Scotland and possibly of 
Britain as a whole are the people known as Picts. The term comes 
from Latin picti meaning painted people as the Picts used to paint 
their bodies. Picts probably called themselves Cruithne. Information 
on the Picts are scanty and very few Pictish words have survived. The 
Picts followed a matrillineal system of inheritence, a king's nephew 
rather than his son retains the throne. The exact affiliation of the Picts 
is not known but many authorities include them within the broader 
classification of the Keltic family of people. The Picts later on 
merged with the Scots to give an unified entity to the Scottish 
nationhood. The Scotland therefore was once known as the kingdom 
of the Scots and Picts. 


The Scots were settlers in Ireland, originally coming from the 
European mainland, who later on migrated in groups into the area of 
Scotland. There were other addition also to the diverse origin of the 
Scottish people from the coming of the Norsemen and Germanic 
tribes like the Angles. Bretons, another Keltic people, were also part 
of the ancient population of Scotland 


Keltic. tradition survives strongly in Ireland, Scottish Highlands, 
Wales, Isle of Man and the Brittany province of France. A Keltic 
substratum is however present throughout Europe from Iceland to 
Spain and from France to Germany and beyond. 


'The comic book characters Asterix, Obelix and others created by Goscinny and Underzo is 
based on Keltic life-story. 
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The whole of British Isles, Ireland and the Britanny of France is 
full of megalithic and monolithic stones and stone structures, 
menhirs, cromlechs, dolmens etc. The Stonehenge of Salisbury 
plains is quite famous amongst them. The presence and the 
association of the Kelts with such mouments is significant, 
which could represent a passover of tradition from some other 
older inhabitants yet undiscovered. The megalitic monuments of 
these islands and Brittany has definite similarities with those 
found in the Khasi hills. 


There is mention in the Roman records of the presence of a 
Cassi tribe of Bretons. At the time of the Roman invasion of 
Britain by Julius Caesar, this Cassi tribe led by their chief 
named Caswallon gave heroic resistance to the more well 
organised invaders. Like the Scots, the Cassi were also migrants 
to the island from the European mainland. 


Tuareg 


Across the Mediterrannean sea, opposite the European land 
mass, in the arid regions of north Africa dwell a people known 
as Tuareg. Tuaregs are a fair skinned nomadic warrior tribe, 
mostly of Caucasoid strain. Nowadays many of them have taken 
to settled life. The Tuareg male wears a veil leaving out only the 
eyes, the female however goes unveiled. The famous veil which 
they call /itham is wrapped round the head excluding the eyes A 
man begins wearing it from the age of puberty. They inhabit a 
wide area of Sahara and Sahel regions of northwestern Africa 
straddling four countries, sourthern Algeria, southwestern 
Libya, much of western Niger and northeastern Mali. 

Tuaregs are divided into seven major Kels or groups or septs, 
Kel Ahhagar, Kel Ajjer, Kel Adrar, Kel Air, Kel Geres, 
Aullemeden Kel Dennek and Aullemeden Kel Ataram. Kel in 
their language denotes a group or community. Tuareg is a term 
derived from Arabic "Terek" meaning "those abandoned by 
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God". They call themselves Kel Tagelmoust meaning "the 
people of the veil". 


Tuaregs are muslim by religion but not Arab. The women of 
their community are free, with little restrictions, maintaining a 
good position in the society. The society itself is matrilineal, the 
inheritence following the female lines. Alongside them live a 
people of Negro origin who started as slaves of the Tuareg, 
known as Harratin. The Harratin also adopted the system of 
matriliny and practice it. They also wear the veil or litham. 


Tuaregs have their own system of writing, the script of which is 
known as Tifinagh or Tifinar. Many opine that it might have 
relation with the ancient Libyan or Egyptian form of writing. 


The way the word Kell is being used by these people, could 
give a clue as to the meaning of the word Kelt. Linguists have 
detected several similarities between Egyptian and Keltic 
languages. The Tuaregs may lie midway on that connecting 
line. Ravaged by the rigours of time and environment, they 
could represent a group identifiable as Keltic or proto-Keltic 
remnant. 


' Similar to Kel, the word Khel is used in Afghanistan, Northwest Frontier Province of Pakistan and 
Assam in the east with the meaning of a clan, group, tribe or a community. The word Khil with almost 
identical meaning is used by the Mongols (Khalkha) of central Asia. Similar use is reported (in 
internet) of the word Khel among the Kurds of Iran, Iraq, Turkey etc. 
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Few like sounding words of Khasi and some 
European languages 


Keltic words 


grove, estate, farm 
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Keltic---------------- borr---------------- power, authority 


Khasi---------------- bor----------------- power, influence 


Gaelic--------------- ene 
foot 
Khasicss-seo-s-e kjat 


Irish------------------ lath 
a lad, boy or a youth 
English-------------- lad 
Khasi---------------- lud----------------- young 
Irish------------------ siben 
little 

sieben 
Khasi---------------- shibet--------- in a short time, 

shibit lasting for a short time 


Irish------------------ Sein Fein-----an organisation 
meaning'we ourselves' 


Khasi---------------- Seng---------- an association, 
organisation. 
Old Breton 
Old Welsh treb-------------- a house, homestead 
Irish 
Khasi---------------- trep-------------- a hut 
Lithuanian---------- troba------------- a house 
English words 
English---------- clear 
clear 
German---------- Klar [klahr] 
Khasi---------------- Khlir-khlir------ clearly, transparently 
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Old English croon---------------- to speakin low 
murmuring tone 


Keltic 

Khasi---------------- kren ------------------ to speak, talk 

English-------------- drops and drops 

Khasi---------------- brop-brop------------ in drops 

shidrop-shidrop 

English-------------- fit---------------------- fit, proper 

Khasi---------------- bit-----------+--------- fit, proper, 
qualified 

Old English-------- inn 

Old Norse---------- inni, inne house 

Khasi---------------- ung 

English-------------- lane----------------- narrow passage 

way, defined paths 

in land or water 

Dutch---------------- laan----------------- avenue 

Khasi---------------- lynti----------------- path, way 


English (Scottish,--- Law, lau, lawe----- a hill especially 
northern dialect) one more or less 
round or conical 
sometimes a 
local designation 
prefixed, such as. 
Cushal law 
North law etc 


English (obsolete)--lend,leind, lent, lynd---to arrive, 
come,to go, 


depart 
Khasi------------------ leit-------------------- go 
leitnoh--------------- depart 
English---------------- long------------------ to be appropriate 


to, to pertain to, 
to belong to as a 
member of a 
family or the 

like, to be a part 


Khasi Lone cae ee be, is 
la long--------------- Gias 
sa long--------------- shall 


English---------------- long----------- to be the possession of 


Khasi------------------ -jong----------- belong to, of to be 


English---------------- nibb, nib------ the beak or bill of a 
bird, the point or nib 
of a pen or a pencil, 
any projecting part or 
point, a peak, tip or 


spout 
Khasi------------------ ba nep-------- pointed, sharp, 
intelligent 
Anglo-Saxon-------- tep------------- crop 
Khasi------------------ T@p------------- to plant, cultivate 
nong-rep, ba-rep---- cultivator 
English---------------- rim------------- the edge, border, 
margin of an _ object 
especially one which 
has more or less of a 
circular form 
Khasi------------------ rmiang shyntur------ lip 
Shyntur-------------- mouth 
rmiang------------ the margin, the rim, 


border (cloth) 
24 


English--------------- seethe 
Old English---------- seothan heat, to boil 
Old Frisian----------- siotha 
Khasi----------------- ba shit 
hot 

ba sat 

jing shit------- heat 

pyn shit------- to heat 

shet------------ to boil 
English--------------- sharp 

rp 

German--------------- scharf 

[SHARRHF] 
Khasi------------------ slar------------ to sharpen weapons 

with a hone 

maw Silar----- a hone, whetstone 
English---------------- shot------------ a sudden sharp pain 
English (dialect)-----shot------------ a sudden attack of 

illness or disease 

Khasi------------------ suh------------ pain 


English---------------- shun---------- to abhor, detest, loathe 
(obsolete), to avoid 
from repungnance 

fear or caution 


Khasi------------------ shun----------- hate, to hate 
English---------------- shut 
English (dialect)----- shet to shut, confine, close 


English (Scottish)---schet 


Khasi------------------ set 
Old English---------- slop------------ to spill or splash 
(liquid) 
Khasi------------------ slop------------ rain 
English--------------- smart 
smart, active 
Khasi------------------ smat 
English---------------- smell 
smell, to smell 
English (forms)------ smeol 
Khasi----------------- sma------------ to smell 
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English (slang)------ sock----------- a blow, a beating, a 
thrashing, to beat, hit 


or strike 
Khasi------------------ shoh----------- to beat, hit 
English---------------- then 
then 
Khasi------------------ te 
English--------------- thief, theb, theof-----thief 
Old English---------- theofian-------------- to thieve, steal 
Khasi------------------ tuh-------------------- to steal, thieve 
nong-tuh------------- thief 
English---------------- tie 
Old English---------- teah, teh to bind, fasten 
Khasi------------------ teh 
English---------------- tired 
tired 
Khasi------------------ btai, thait 
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Some Swedish and old Norse words 


Old Norse------------ bua 
to dwell 
Khasi------------------ buhai 
Swedish-------------- ge (YAY)-----to give, bestow, 
deliver 
Khasi------------------ ai--------------- give, bestow 
Old Norse------------ heimr---------- world, village 
Old English---------- ham 
Old Friscian---------- ham, hem home 
Old Saxon------------ hem 
German--------------- haim 
Khasi------------------ hima----------- a state, kingdom, 
division 
Swedish---------- krara (KRAI-rah) 
to require, need 
Khasi------------- kwah 


to lift up, set upright, 
to rise, get up 


to raise, lift 


sen (SAYN)--------- tardy 
sent (SAY NT)------- late (at a 
relative time) 
slem------------------- tardy, late 
sla (SLOH) 
beat, hit, 
knock, strike 
shoh 
stakker---------------- stack 
tei, stai--------------- a heap, pile 
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Swedish-------------- tro (TROO) 


faith (creed) 
Icelandic-------------- trygeth 
tryger----------------- loyal 
Khasi------------------ trai--------------------- Lord 
Swedish-------------- trot (TROT)--------- weary 
Khasi----------------- tlot------------------- weak, 
powerless 


Some examples of German words 


German--------------- gross [GROHSS]------ great 
Khasi------------------ (ba) khraw------------- big, large 
German--------------- kind [KINNT] 

child 
Khasi------------------ khun 
German--------------- kindlein (KINNT-line] 

baby 

Khasi------------------ khunlung 
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German--------------- Klein(KLINE)------- little,small, 
petty, scanty 


klein-heit--------------- littleness, 
[KLINE-hite] smallness, 
scantyness 
Khasi------------------ khyndiat---------------- little, small 
German--------------- reich [RYE KH] _ realm, 
kingdom 
Swedish-------------- rike [REE-kah] 
Old High German-----rihhi--------------------- realm 
Khasi------------------ Ti------------------------- country 
German----------- Schleunig| SHLOY-nig]------ quick, 
prompt, 
ready, 
swift 
Khasi------------------ kloi-kloi---------------- quickly 
kloi---------------------- ready 
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Some Greek words 


Greek----------------- aima, haima 
blood 
Khasi------------------ snam 
Greek----------------- dendron 
tree 
Khasi------------------ (ka) dieng 
Greek----------------- dike--------------------- justice 
dikaios------------------ just 
Khasi------------------ (ba) dei----------------- fit, right, 
proper, 
related 
Greek----------------- dokhos----------------- containing, 
receiving, 
having 
Khasi------------------ don 
to have, 
to contain 
Boro------------------- dongho 


Khasi-------------- ieit, iaieit---------------- 
Greek-------------- eschatos------------------- 
Khasi--------------- khadduh------------------ 
Greek-------------- eurus 

Khasi--------------- iar 

Greek-------------- Karyon-------------------- 
Khasi--------------- kwai---------------------- 
Greek-------------- khrusos 
Khasi--------------- ksiar 

Greek-------------- kree-ohs 
Khasi--------------- khriat 
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---sexual love, 
love 


the further, 
the ultimate 


-the last, 
ultimate 


broad 


nut, kernal 


betelnut, 
arecanut, nut 


gold 


cold 


Greek-------------- krikos, kirkos, 
kirk (singular) 
ring 
Khasi--------------- kyrwoh 


Greek-------------- Krinen--------------------- to separate 
Khasi--------------- Kyrpang------------------ separate, 
distinct, 
dissociated 
pyn-kyrpang------------- to separate, 
dissociate 


Greek-------------- leios 
Latin---------------- leuis smooth, even 
Khasi--------------- ba jlih 
Greek-------------- mah-tee 

eye 
Khasi--------------- khmat 
Greek-------------- mee-tee 

nose 
Khasi--------------- khmut 


Greek-------------- Oh------------------ article preceding 
a noun signifying 


a male 
Khasi--------------- U preceding article 
denoting male 
Japanese----------- O 
Greek-------------- phren---------------- mind, heart 
Khasi--------------- pyrkhat------------- mind, brain, 
to consider 
Greek-------------- tupos 
impression, figure, 
Latin---------------- typus 
Khasi--------------- thoh----------------- write, to write 
jingthoh------------ writing 


Khasi--------------- lyer, l'er------------- air, wind 
yer, , 
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Khasi--------------- u ngap-------------- bee 
ka ngap------------- honey 
Latin---------------- calor---------------- heat, warmth 
calore--------------- to be hot 
calidus-------------- warm, very warm 
Khasi-------------- (ba) khluid--------- hot 
Latin---------------- radix 
root 
Khasi--------------- tynrai 
Latin---------------- T1SUS----------------- a laugh, smile 
ridere--------------- to laugh 
Khasi--------------- rkhi------------------ to laugh 
jing rkhi------------ a laugh 
Latin---------------- sumere 
to take 
Khasi--------------- shim 


Latin---------------- tortus---------------- twisted, crooked 


torquere------------ to twist 
Khasi--------------- ba dor--------------- curved, crooked, 
ba kdor distorted 
jing dor------------- curvature 
jing kdor 
pyn dor------------- to make curved 
pyn kdor 
Latin---------------- uersus 
Medieval---------- versus 
Latin against 
English------------- versus 
Khasi--------------- pyrshah 


Egypt, Persia (Iran) 


In Egypt, the land of Pyramid and Sphinx there exist an indigenous 


Christian community known as Copts!. The Copts are direct 
descendants of the ancient Egyptains. In the Coptic language "am" 
means no or not, like the Khasi "em". 


Egyptian (Coptic)--------- am 
no, not 
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In the ancient Egyptian language "men" means stone, "meni" 
means a stony hill or mountain, the Khasi counterword is 


Maw . 


Egyptian----------- men-------------- stone 
meni-------------- stony hill or 
mountain 
Keltic--------------- maen------------- stone 
menhir----------- a long stone, 


usually erect 


Latin---------------- mons------------- mountain, elevation 


In the era before Christ, there used to be a people of Indo- 
European origin who bordered on the frontiers of Egypt, known 
as Hittites’. The Hittites called themselves Khatti and the 
Egyptians call them with a shortened name "Khta". This type of 
shortening is seen in the Khasi language also. Example 
Assamese- Kotari, a knife, Khasi- tari and Keltic- barri, 
Assamese- bari, Khasi- bri. 


Along the fringes of the ancient Egyptian empire dwelt groups 
of mountain people at perpetual state of warfare with the 
Egyptians, whom they called "Khastiu". 

Similar to the word Khastiu is the Persian word Khas’. The 
word Khas in Persian means mountain dweller or hill people. 


Persian Khas 
mountain or hill 
dweller 


Egyptian Khastiu 
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Few other Persian words are given below. 


Many of these Persian words are also found in the Hindustani 
language, a mixture of Hindi and Urdu languages. Both of these 
languages borrows with varying liberty from Persian and 
Arabic. Historical records indicates the presence of Hindustani* 
mercenaries in the service of the Jaintia Kings, during the pre- 
British era, in small numbers. The bulk of the Hindustani 
mercenary sepoys came to the Khasi hills on the payroll of the 
British following the annexation of the Khasi Hills to the British 
India. It is from the contact with the Hindustani mercenary 
soldiers and Hindustanis in other profession and from the use of 
Hindustani language in administrative functions by the British, 
that many of the Persian and few Arabic words could possibly 
enter the Khasi vocabulary. 

There is a but, many of these words given below are not in 
common use in Hindustani, making them a direct connecting 
link between the Persian and the Khasi languages. It is therefore 
probable that many such words night have come at a much 
earlier point of time either from Persian itself or from a source 
common to both Persian and Khasi 


' Former United Nations Secretary General Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali belongs to the 
Coptic community. 

? For those who know the Bible, Uriah the Hittite, husband of Bathsheba, who was 
later married by king David of Israel. 

3 The Persian kh is pronounced like the ch of Scottish and German as found in the 
word /och meaning lake. Kh is also similar to Assamese x as used in Axom meaning 
Assam, but more harsher. 

4 Hindustani- People of the Northern Indian plains. 


39 


Some Persian and Khasi words 
Persian (Zend"*)-----vara------------- breast, bosom 


Persian--------------- bar-a-bar------- (breast to breast) 
equal, alike, on a par, 
plain, even, level, 
smooth uniform, 
accurate, exact, 
equally in the same 
manner, abreast, 
opposite, over against. 


Khasi----------------- Barobar 
always, incessantly 
Borabor 
Persian--------------- binai------------- a lunar month 
Khasi----------------- bunai 
moon, a month 
bnai 
Persian--------------- dana------------- grain, berry 
Khasi----------------- dana------------- food, grain (especially 


given to animals) 


- Zend Avesta --- An ancient book of the Persians, pre-islamic. 


40 


Persian--------------- darbar----------- a court, a house, 
dwelling, an audience 


chamber. 
Khasi----------------- dorbar----------- council 
Persian--------------- dera------------- a house, habitation, 
tent. 
Khasi----------------- dara------------- a temporary hut, tent, 
shelter 
Persian--------------- dir--------------- late, slow, tardily 
Khasi----------------- dier-------------- to be too late 
Persian--------------- dozakh 
hell 
Khasi----------------- dujok 
Persian--------------- dua-------------- Prayer, invocation 
(From Arabic) 
Khasi----------------- duwai----------- to pray, prayer 
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Persian---------- haq--------------- Just, right, correct, true, 
acting justly, uprightly, 
justness, truth, reality, fact, 
justice, rectitude, equity, 
law, reason. 

Khasi------------ hok-------------- right, justice, righteousness, 

uprightly, 
righteously. 

Persian---------- Jay--------------- place, an abode 

jay-gah---------- a habitation, dwelling, any 
place where a thing stands 
or wherein it is contained. 

Khasi------------ jaka-------------- place, room 

Persian---------- jazagh 

frog 

Khasi------------ jakoid 

Persian---------- khamsh--------- scratching with nails 

Khasi------------ ksam------------- to claw 

Persian---------- khatma---------- end, finish 

Khasi------------ kut--------------- to come to an end, to 
resolve 
to agree. 
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Persian---------- khusni---------- an unchaste woman, harlot 


kasbi------------ prostitute 
Khasi------------ khusbi---------- a prostitute 
Persian---------- khwah---------- Wishing, desiring, reading, 


wanting, requiring, desire 


Khasi------------ kuah------------ to wish, desire, want, 

kwah require. 
Persian---------- kit---------------- how much, how great 
Hindi------------ kitna------------ how many, how much 
Khasi------------ katno------------ how many, how much 
Persian---------- pab 

papa 

a father 

Khasi------------ pa 
Persian---------- pahra------------ a guard, protection, a watch 


or fourth part of the night 


Khasi------------ phira------------- to guard, watch 
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a bedstead 
Khasi----------- palong 
Persian---------- piri shashum charkh---The planet Jupiter 
piri falak-------------- The planet Saturn 
piri dumoy----------- The world (as subject 
to the interchange of 
day and night) 
Khasi----------- pyrthei---------------- the world 
Persian--------- raqam----------------- manner, mode, kind, 
(through Arabic) method 
Khasi----------- rukom----------------- manner, custom, way 
Persian--------- shaitan 
(from. Arabic) Satan, Devil 
Khasi----------- soitan 
Persian---------- ustad----------------- a master in any art or 
profession 
Khasi----------- stad-------------------- wise, clever, learned, 


a learned man 
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Persian---------- wahd------------ separate, solitary, of an 
(from Arabic) unknown tribe or family 


wahdat----------- unity (especially of God) 
being single, solitary 


wahdaniyat------ unity, singularity 
Khasi----------- wahadadar------ title of rulers of some 
Khasi kingdoms. 
Persian--------- waris-------------- an heir, successor, master, 


lord, owner, one who 
survives all his friends. 


Khasi----------- WariS-------------- a successor, an heir 
Persian---------- Yal--------+-------- friend, companion, lover, 
comrade 
Khasi----------- iar----------------- companion, friend 
Persian--------- zabar-------------- above, upon, high, 
superior 
zabardasti-------- oppression, tyrany, 


severity, harshness, 
violence, upper 
handedness, superiority. 


Khasi----------- jubor-------------- by force 


Persian---------- zakhm------------ a wound, sore, cut, scar 
fracture, sickness 


Khasi----------- jakhom----------- wounded, to be in trouble. 
Persian---------- zam 
cold 
Khasi----------- kjam 
Persian---------- Zar 
gold 
Khasi----------- ksiar 
Persian---------- zuban------------- The tongue, language, 


dialect, speech. 


Khasi----------- juban------------- word, speech, word of 
honour 
Persian---------- Zur, ZOY----------- strength, power, vigour 


violence, strong effort, 
force, weight. 


Khasi----------- Jut----------------- serious, strong 
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Sumer 


To the west of Iran or Persia lies Iraq a scene of high voltage 
conflict. Roughly Iraq is the area of ancient Mesopotamia, one 
of the earliest centres of civilised life. It is a Greek word 
meaning the land between two rivers. Mesopotamia was 
situated between the river Tigres and the great bend of the river 
Euphrates. It's ambit was extended to include most of the 
valleys of Tigris and Euphrates rivers from the foothills of the 
adjacent mountains upto the Persian gulf. The northern part of 
Mesopotamia was called Assyria and the southern part 
Babylonia. The northern part is sometimes indentified as Akkad 
also. Babylon was the capital of Babylonia, one of the famous 
cities of antiquity. Its' ruins can be seen near the modern Iraqi 
town of Al-Hillah. 


Sumer is the southern part of Babylonia. The earliest of the 
human civilisation took roots here. To the east of Sumer and the 
whole of Mesopotamian area is a long chain of mountains. 


Zagros mountain is on the south and the Taurus range of 
mountain is located towards the north. In these mountains there 
lived a sturdy, fierce and independant people known variously 
as Kassite, Kasshu or Cossaei. In 1800 BC, Sumer was overrun 
by the Kassites and they ruled here for a period of 576 years and 
nine months. Some of the Kassite words are preserved in 
Babylonian documents. These words exihibit clear relationship 
with dialects of some mountain tribes of Iran, Iraq and Turkey. 

Many scholars opine that these Kassites, Kasshu or the Cossaei 
are predecessors of the Kurd people. The Kurds are a mountain 
people spread over several countries. Turkey accounts for the 
highest numbers followed by Iran and Iraq, the remainder are 
spread over Syria and Armenia. Iraq contains the largest 
percentage of Kurds in relation to total population, occupying 
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over one third of Iraq's total area. Religionwise Kurds! are 
Sunni Muslims, who converted to Islam in the 7th century AD. 
The woman in Kurd society are however less restricted and 
enjoys considerable degree of freedom. It is said that in the past 
they even had women as leaders of their society. The Kurdish 
language has affinities with the Persian language. 


In the Khasi country there are several places going by the name 
Sumer and there is a clan of the Pnar sub-tribe with the name 
Sumer. 


Khas 


Along the Himalayan range of mountains from Kashmir in the 
west to Nepal in the east extends a long belt having inhabitance 
of a people known as Khas. A large number of ancient texts in 
Sanskrit and other languages mentions extensively about the 
Khas. The Khas finds a place of prominence among the large 
and varied groups of population interliving together in the 
Himalayan region. 


Kashmir is called Kashir by the Kashmirians themselves and to 
the Tibetans, Kashmir is known as Kechi. The headsearf worn 
by the Kashmirian woman is strikingly similar to that worn by 
the Khasi women of the Meghalaya state of India. That 
headscarf is called by the Khasi Jainsngit. Similarly the 
Ladakhi, a Tibetan like people use an attire similar to the 
Jainsem/Jainkyrshah, the Khasi women's outer body cloth. 


The Khas as a caste or rather say as a tribe are found within the 
populations of Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal and Kumaon 
divisions of Uttaranchal (both states of the Indian Union) and 


Sultan Saladin against whom the Crusaders led by Richard the lion hearted fought 
was a Kurd. 
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Nepal. They have a good social standing in the social structure 
of these places. But the original Khas character and influence 
has suffered dilution. This was due to large scale intermixing 
with immigrants from the northern Indian plains, who 
immigrated following the Muslim invasion of north India. Most 
of these immigrants belonged to the Rajput caste and came 
predominantly from the area of Rajasthan. They eventually 
formed most of the ruling dynasties in the mountains and 
includes the present ruling family of Nepal. Intermixing with 
various Mongoloid tribes have also influenced the Khas people 
and their physical and linguistic features. 


The Garhwali, Kumaoni and the Nepali languages and many 
dialects of Himachal Pradesh, which were at one time more 
Khas worded tongues got deeply influenced by the Rajasthani 
language. So much so, that these languages and dialects lost 
their original Khas character in a larger proportion. However 
the Khas nomeclature survives in case of Khasparjya one of the 
prominent dialects of Kumaoni and in case of Khas-kura which 
is another name for the Nepali language. 


Epilogue 


Does the Khasis have some connection with the megalithic 
cultured people of Europe? The ancient stone monuments and 
structures which may be in the form of monoliths or other 
megaliths preserved to this day in Great Britain, Ireland and the 
Brittany province of France exhibits great similarity with structures 
and monuments seen in the Khasi hills. There are few other 
monolithic cultural spots around the world and not all of them 
have the Keltic stamp on them. So the speculated connection 
between the Khasi hills and the European megalithic cultural 
areas can be a mere co-incidence or it may not be so. The 
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congruences of language and the following of matrilineage by 
both the Khasis and the Picts also make some grounds of 
commonality. There also the point can be raised that this 
practice is found in several communities around the globe like 
the Pueblo Amerindians of North America, The Nair caste of 
Kerala state of India and the Menangkabu tribe of Indonesia. 


The French, Italian and the Spanish languages are Romance or 
Latinic languages ie. derived from Latin. Prior to this 
Latinisation, particularly in France and Spain a Keltic sub- 
stratum was present. A large number of Keltic originated words 
still persists in usage in French and also to some extent in 
Spanish. The French and Spanish word for Scotland and scotch 
may well be the ancient Keltic terms for them. Thus French 
"Ecosse" pronounced 

ay-KUHSS meaning Scotland and "ecossais" pronounced 
ay-KUH-SEH meaning scotch, sounds very close to the words 
Khasi, Khas, Khas, Khastiu, Kasshu or Cossaei. 


For a connection to be present two possiblities are here. Firstly, 
a Mon-Khmer/Mon-Annam linked Khasi like Austric people 
might have inhabited a much wider area of this planet. There 
habitations extending upto Europe and Americas, which were 
later supplanted in the former place by the coming of other 
groups like the Indo-European Caucasiods. The presence of a 
large segment of non-Indo-European Finno-Ugric speaking 
groups represented by the Finns, Estonians and Lapps of 
northern Europe might prove to be clue providing. 


The origin of the human being and other life forms on the earth 
is an unsolved mystery alongwith the presence of people with 
diverse physiognomy, language and culture. It is possible that 
human beings may not have evolved from the apes upwards as 
in the way it is taught. Rather they might have been created by 
some advanced beings living in a different plane or scale of 
time. 
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The different races of human beings could also have been 
created at differing periods of time and then planted on the earth 
one after another in separate batches. These humans having 
isonumeric and compatible genetic constitution intermixed and 
also inbred to form the population of this world since times 
immemorial. 


The Ainu tribe of Japan has a folklore about their origin. They 
were supposedly brought to the earth inside a great bear coming 
from the sky. That mythical bear might be in reality a 
spacecraft. 


If the monolith erecting people of Europe were of Austric stock 
and if a land mass or a viable sea route existed between Europe 
and the Americas then these people could have set up dwellings 
in the American continent as well. 


The Amerindian tribes of Delaware, Micmac or Penabscot call 
their Supreme head or chief Sachim, Saquem or Sachem and the 
Khasi chief or king is called Syiem. In the Ainu language of the 
northernmost Japanese island of Hokkaido, shi means great, 
main, or chief. The Khasi (Pnar) word shkaw means husband or 
wife and the many Amerindians of North America calls the wife 
squaw. 


Amerindians Sachim Supreme head or 
{Delaware Saquem chief of some of 
Micmac Sachem these Amerindian 
Penobscot} tribes 
Ainu (Japan)--------- shi---------------- great, main, chief 
English---------------- chief, chif (forms)-----leader, head of 
a group 
Khasi-------------------- sylem---------- King, chief ,user 
Khasi (Pnar)------------ shkaw--------- husband or wife 
Amerindian (North)---squaw--------- wife 
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The presence of words similar to Khasi in languages like the English, 
German, Swedish, Greek, Latin etc. may represent remnants of an 
ancient Austric sub-stratum in Europe. But surprisingly enough very 
few, say almost none of these words have matching counterwords in 
other Mon-Khmer/Mon-Annam Austric languages. Added to that 
very few of the other Austric people are matrilineal and neither is the 
megalithic culture so commonly found within them. 


The second possibility now comes to the scene. The possibility of 
migrations to the Khasi hills and to the other places in discussion 
from a common source. The exact source or the beginning cannot be 
easily identified geographically. From the common source an east- 
west bifurcation must have taken place long back in antiquity. 


The Scots, Bretons and Irish etc. and also according to some Picts, 
share a common Keltic heritage and ancestry. To the French, a part 
Keltic people, Scotland is Ecosse [ay-KUHSS]. The Keltic languages 
have many proven commonality with the Egyptain language. The 
Egyptians call their neighbouring mountaineers, Khastiu. The 
Persians (Iranian) who had long standing contact with the Egyptians 
refer to the mountain or hill folk as Khas. The Kurds represent one of 
the main mountain dwellers of Iran (Persia). The same Kurds are 
supposed to be the descendants of the ancient Kassites, one time 
rulers of Sumer, who are also known as Cossaei or Kasshu. To the 
west of Egypt is Libya, also an ancient land, later Arabised like 
Egypt. The ancient Libyan script is thought to have survived as the 
Tifinagh/Tifinar script of the nomadic warrior tribe of Tuareg. The 
Tuareg word for community is Kel and they follow matrilineage 
much alike the Khasis and the Picts of Scotland. It is seen that the 
words Khastiu, Khas, Kassites, Kasshu, Cossaei are used for 
mountain or hill people, like the term Khas used in the case of some 
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mountain people of the Himalayan range. The eastern most in 
these links of similarity are the Khasis. 


The most eastern area of recorded Keltic migration is Galatia, 
now in Turkey. There is possibility of a further eastward 
extension into Asia coming along the northern slopes of 
Himalayas in the Tibetan plateau upto the Kam or Kham 
province of Tibet, upper Burma (Myanmar) and_ thence 
southwards into the northeastern part of India. This northern 
face of the Himalayas, by the southern border of Tibet contains 
a historical migratory route of people translocating between the 
western edge of Himalayan range and southeast Asia. 


Some poeple of the affinity mentioned above might have 
reached an Austric (Mon-Khmer/Mon-Annam) tribes inhabited 
region and mixed up with them. From such an admixture, 
probably arose the Khasi people. The new comers responsible 
for giving these people of fusion the nomeclature "Khasi". 


Such a probable union took place before the advent of the 
Khasis into the Assam plains enroute to their present habitat. 
The upper Burma (Myanmar) seems to be the likely venue for 
such a conglomeration. The Khasi mythology about the seven 
hut people, the Hynniewtrep gives credence to such a theory. 


In the dialect of the Palaung tribe of south-east Asia, God is 
called phra, the Wa term is Tsau-phra, the War subtribe of the 
Khasis call God in their dialect, Prai. 


Palaung----------- Phra 
Widesestopsastanaac Tsau-phra 
Khamti------------ Phra God 
Khmet------------ Prah-Ang 


War (Khasi)------ Prai 
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The Khasi (proper) term for God is ‘blei’, the cognate for which 
can be drawn with the ‘bless’ word of the English language 
which is derived from a Breton origin. This small example is a 
pointer towards the diverse origin of the Khasi people. 


Traces of intermixing from similar migrations are found among 
several tribes of north-east India and south-east Asia. They 
range from the Aka tribe of Arunachal Pradesh state of India, 
the Boro tribe of Assam (India), the Kham tribe of the Kam or 
Kham province of Tibet, the Naxi or Yi tribe of Yunnan 
province of China and the Lolo tribe of Burma (Myanmar) and 
China (Yunnan). A mention is worthwhile of the Ainu tribe of 
Japan in the same context. 


The name Khasi probably comes from the postulated later 
migrants in much the same way the name Tailang came into 
Mon usage. The Mon an Austric people, were the older 
inhabitants of Burma (Myanmar) and were the rulers of that 
land till their ouster from position by the invading Burmans 
from the north. The Tailangs or Telingas were migrants to 
Burma (Myanmar) from peninsular India, from the area of the 
present Andhra Pradesh state. The Tailangs mixed with the 
Mons. They contributed little to the Mon language which 
retained its Austric character but exerted significant influences 
on the cultural aspect. Since they were absorbed into the elite 
class among the Mon, the Mons came to be identified as 
Tailangs as an added identity. 


Stories like this abound throughout the globe. In Paraguay a 
landlocked South American nation, Spaniards mixed with 
indigenous Guarani Amerindians in forming the Paraguayan 
people. The average Paraguayan is a person of mostly Guarani 
descent witha least one Spanish ancestor. The Guarani language 
with some contributions from Spanish and Portuguese vocabulary 
became the language of day-to-day communications at homes 
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and elsewhere. The Spanish remained as the official language of 
Paraguay. 


In Bulgaria in the Balkan region of Europe, Bulgars a Turkic 
people mastered over Slavs, pre-inhabiting the area and ruled 
over them. Gradually in course of time, the Bulgars who were a 
minority got assimilated into the Slavic community losing both 
their Turkic identity and language. The country however 
retained the name Bulgaria and the mostly Slav inhabitants 
came to be identified with a non-Slavic Turkic term Bulgarian. 


Much of the work on the genesis of the Khasi has been directed 
in the line of the Austric origin of these people. The Austric 
ancestry beyond doubt forms the primary basis of the Khasi 
formation. On this matrix are embeded other elements of 
influence. 


Views have been expressed and theories postulated on the Khasi 
tribe's migration from upper Burma (Myanmar) to their present 
habitat traversing the Assam plains enroute. The presence of 
megalithic culture and the linguistic similarities of the Khasis 
with tribes like Wanchoo (Vanchoo) of Arunachal Pradesh 
(India) and Konyak Naga tribe of Nagaland (India) might 
represent leftovers of Khasi influences, along the migratory 
route. During such movements or later, they must have got fair 
amount of Tibeto-Burman (Mongoloid) and Negrito genetic 
infusions. The effects of which are sometimes clearly expressed 
in their physical make-up. This portion of their ancestry, they 
share in common with many other tribes and communities of 
the north-eastern region of India. 


But, what distinguishes Khasis is the presence of the "Khasi" 
element, with probable affinities to the people variously described 
as Khastiu, Khas, Kasshu, Kassites, Cossaei or Khas or even 
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with the Scots, Picts and other Kelts. This portion forming a 
minor part in the overall genetic structure of the Khasi 
community, plays significant role in the shaping of their identity 
and in the integration of the various entities that constitutes the 
Khasi nationhood. 


Those words of the Khasi language which have similarity with 
English and other European languages and others will form 
numerically, only a small fraction of the total Khasi vocabulary. 
Some of these words are however found used in important 
spheres of life, like statecraft and religion. 

It is interesting to note that word used by Khasis in statecraft 
like Ri- country; hima- state, kingdom or a division ; dorbar- 
council; buhai- to dwell, colonise; waris- a successor, heir; 
have their sound -alikes in old High German, rihhi- realm; Old 
Norse, heimr- world, village; Persian, darbar- a court; old 
Norse, bua-to dwell; Persian , waris- an heir, successor. 
Religious words of the Khasi language like trai- Lord; duwai- 
to pray, prayer; hok- right, justice, righteousness; dujok- hell; 
have similars in Swedish- treo and Icelandic- tryggth, meaning 
faith creed , Persian/Arabic- hag, meaning just, right, correct, 
reality, reason etc.; Persian- dozakh, meaning hell. 

The Khasi People call themselves the people of Hynniewtrep ic. 
people of the seven huts. The seven huts representing seven 
original families. This is based on a mythological story of seven 
families coming down from the heaven to earth. In Khasi, 
hynniew means the number seven and trep means a hut. The 
word treb means a house or homestead in the Keltic languages 
of old Breton, old Welsh and Irish. The Khasi and Keltic also 
have another similar important word Keltic- borr = Khasi- bor 
meaning power. 

It has been shown that Khasi have word similarities with 
several European languages, the Keltic group , Swedish /old 
Norse /Icelandic group, English, German, Greek and Latin. 
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The Kelts, amongst all other people are directly monolith or 
megalith erecting people like the Khasis. But all of the other 
people mentioned above, contain a variable degree of Keltic 
ancestry. The reasons behind the similarity with the Khasi 
language have been discussed partly before. Apart from the 
possibility of sheer co-incidence, there is a possibility of the 
presence of a strain from a common root having resemblence to 
the Keltic people or the presence of Khasi like Austric people in 
a larger area of world, preinhabiting the others. A case of "some 
of those people coming here" or "these people being there". 


In the context of Persian similarity, it is seen that percentage 
wise similarity between Khasi and Persian far exceeds that 
which is found in other neighbouring people. Not even the 
Assamese language have so much in common with the Persian 
language as the Khasi have. In Persian, the Persian language is 
known as Farsi and in Khasi, Pharshi means a proverb or 
parable. The Persian language is well connected linguistically 
with the European languages documented above. 


The language of Kurds, the Kurdish is supposed to bear great 
similarity to the Persian language. How much of the Persian- 
Khasi commonality is also common with the Kurdish language 
needs to be studied. The word khas in Persian means a 
mountain dwelling community. Here, to repeat again, Kurds are 
the very mountain people supposedly descending from the 
ancient folks known variously as Kasshu, Cossaei or Kassites, 
one time rulers of Sumer. Therefore any point of resemblance 
between the Khasis and Kurds will be of significance. 


The Khasis have a name, a name in particular for the Himalaya 
mountain. They call it Lum Mangkashang , Lum in Khasi means a 
hill or a mountain. Although connected to the eastern Himalayas 
via the North Cachar and Naga hills, the Khasi hills are otherwise 
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isolated from the main ranges of the Himalayas. Along the 
shorter route northwards the plains of Assam and the mighty 
river Brahmaputra intervenes between the Khasi hills and the 
Himalayas. There is no known, regular intercourse between the 
Himalayan mountain dwellars overlooking Assam and_ the 
Khasi people, in the past. 


In such situation, how come the Khasi people known about the 
Himalayas so well, so as to give it a unique name. Can't it be 
presumed that some ancestors of the Khasis travelled along the 
Himalaya mountains. The north Himalayan trail, the migratory 
route via the nothern slopes of the Himalayas in southernmost 
Tibet described before also, connecting the western and eastern 
ends of the Himalayan mountain range, may therefore be a 
reality. This may be true not only for the Khasis, but for many 
other communities of northeast India and Southeast Asia. 


The Kashmirian women dress up in a kind of headscarf in 
exactly the same manner in which the Khasi peasant women 
wear their headscarf, which they call Jainsngit. Similarly, the 
Ladakhi women wear an outer garment, very much alike the 
Jainsem/Jainkyrshah, the outer body cloth worn by the Khasi 
women. The Karbi women of Assam also use a similar dress. 
The Ladakhis along with their other kindred Tibetan people 
have an important word in common with the Khasis, the word 
"nga" meaning I. The Ladakhi attire like the 
Jainsem/Jainkyrshah mentioned above is not seen in any other 
Tibetan or Bhot people. The headgear of the Ladakhi women on 
the other hand closely simulates the headress of Kalash - Kafir 
women. The Kalash are a minority non-muslim group of the 
northern areas of Pakistan. They in no way resemble the 
Tibetans. 


Ladakh was originally peopled by Khas like people, till it was 
overrun and Tibetanised by conquering Tibetan forces. The 


remnants of the older settlers are represented by people known 
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as Dards, who form a significant minority in Ladakh. 


These facts and the similarities could mean that the 
commonality of dresses and words are leftovers of the influence 
of one group of people who also contributed in the formation of 
the Khasi people or they may be acquisitions by these same 
people on their way eastwards. 


Streams converge from varying sources and directions to fuse 
and form a river. Likewise people from different origins, 
coming from different directions unite to form various 
nationalities. They mix, fuse and conglomerate into entire new 
sets of people. 


Migrations in the ancient times were a time consuming affair 
often dictated by compulsions of a prevailing circumstance. 
Hostilities and enslavements were also common. The migrants 
often had to confront the nature in its mild or extreme forms. 
They also had to encounter different types of people, both akin 
and alien, on the way. There may be stopovers enroute at some 
places, temporarily residing alongside alien people. They may 
halt in some places for years together, before resuming their 
onwards march towards the final settling place. Again a section 
of them may choose to settle down at such temporary stoppages. 


Considerable social, cultural and linguistic exchanges took 
place from the intermingling of different groups of people. It 
would not be in the wrong, if it is said that the ancient peoples 
mixed up like anything leaving only a few isolated communities 
in an unmixed state. 

In the same way, people coming in all probability from the west 
got blended with some Austric Mon-Khmer/Mon-Annam 
speakers to form the basis of the Khasi people with various 
other additions. 
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Key to pronunciations : 


a, U as per pronunciations given in the Linguistic 
Survey of India, by Mr G Grierson 


x As pronounced in Axom meaning Assam, similar 
to German Bach and Scottish loch. 


é The~ will give a nasal intonation 


rh. Harsh sound 
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Appendix 


(1) Photographs 


(2) Isophonic words of Khasi and Assamese 


languages 
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A group of Wa tribals, Yunnan Province, China 
(a pre-1949 photograph) 
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Megalith, dolmen, British isles. 
65 
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Menhir and dolmen Khasi-Jaintia Hills. 


Menhir, Khasi-Jaintia Hills 


en 


PY Age 


. Le Set” 
*““The Devil’s Dyke’’, remains of the great 
earthwork rampart of the capital of the 
chief Caswallon’s Cassi tribe at 
Wheathhampstead, England. 
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men, North Africa. 


A Tuareg encampment. A Tuareg man in litham, the veil 
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Khasi women’s ornaments. 
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Waitlam, the Khasi sword. 


Khasi women’s dress : Jainsngit (headscarf) and 
Jainkyrshah/Jainsem (the outer body cloth). 
70 


Kashmirian women with the traditional headscarf. 


Note the similarities between Khasi and Ladakhi women’s 
body cloths and Kashmirian and Khasi women’s 
headscarfs. 
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Some iso-phonic words of Khasi and Assamese 
languages 


Khasi ------------- bah 
to carry on one’s back, to 
bear 
Assamese-------- ba 
Khasi -------------- bakhor ------------- gunpowder 
Assamese --------- bakhor ------------- gunpowder, spice 
Khasi -------------- Bania -------------- goldsmith 
Assamese --------- Bonia -------------- name of the Assamese 
goldsmith caste 
Khasi -------------- bha, babha 
good 
Assamese --------- bhal 
Khasi -------------- biar 
wall 
Assamese --------- ber 


Khasi -------------- bih 
poison, venom 
Assamese --------- bih 
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Khasi-------- bsiap---------- to put between two _ things, 
to insert 


Assamese---- Sep------------ to compress, press between 
two surfaces or pincers 


Khasi-------- buit------------ cunningness, cleverness, 
scheme 
Assamese---- budhi---------- understanding, intellect, 
idea 
Khasi-------- bujai 
to explain 


Assamese---- buja 


Khasi-------- bur 
raft 
Assamese---- bhur 
Khasi-------- kabo---------- to request, solicit 
importunately. 
Assamese---- kabou--------- humble supplication, 


eamest supplication 
solicitation, humble 
request. 


Khasi--------- kaia 
Marwari 
Assamese---- keya 
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opium 
Assamese------ kani 
Khasi----------- ker 

to surround, enclose 
Assamese------- gher 
Khasi------------ kharai 

a ditch, trench 
Assamese------ khawoi 
Khasi----------- khoh-------------- to skin, peel 

khohsain--------- to come off 

Assamese------- khoh-------------- to fall off, detach and 

fall off, erode. 
Khasi----------- khulom 

pen 
Assamese------ kolom 
Khasi------------ khuti-------------- a short post, a peg 
Assaemse------- khuti-------------- a short stake, peg 
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Khasi------------ kjap--------------- to sip, suckle 


kjup--------------- to suck, drawn in by 
suction 
Assamese------- SUp---------------- to suck. 
Khasi------------ koina-------------- a virgin 
Assamese------- koina-------------- bride 
Khasi------------ kongor----------- one who marries a 


princess ie. a Syiem's 
sister or niece. 


Assamese------- kowar------------ a prince 
Khasi------------ kot----------------- paper, book 
Assamese------- kakot-------------- paper, document 
Khasi------------ kriah-------------- a basket, sieve 
Assamese------- khorahi----------- a small bamboo basket 
Khasi kruin 


white ant, termite 
Assamese ooel 


Td 


Khasi -------------- kubi 
cabbage 
Assamese --------- kobi 


Khasi ------------- kurat 

a saw 
Assamese -------- korot 
Khasi ------------- kushia 

eel 
Assamese -------- kusia 
Khasi ------------- kwai 

kuai areca or betel nut 

Assamese -------- guwa 
Khasi ------------- kyllut 

deaf 
Assamese -------- kola 


Khasi ------------- kyndok 

sulphur 
Assamese -------- gondhak 
Khasi ------------- kynjri 

chain 
Assamese -------- jingiri 
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Khasi------------ kyrhai------------- abundant, abundantly 


Assamese------- xoroh------------- many,much, abundant, 
a great quantity 


Khasi------------ kyrjaw------------ to scrub, rub 
kyryuit 
Assamese------- khojuwa---------- to scratch 
khojuwati-------- itch 
Khasi------------ kyrkhah 
phlegm 
Assamese------- khekar 
Khasi---------- kyrkieh---------- to be in a hurry, hastily 
Assamese------ khorkoi--------- quickly, fast, hurriedly, 
hastily. 
Khasi---------- kyrwat---------- a turn (of a path) 
kyrwit----------- a round, a turn 
Assamese------ kekuri----------- a turn, a bend (as of a 
path) 
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Khasi---------- dab-tari--------- a handle of a knife 


Assamese------ dab-kotari------ a knife which folds up, 


a clasp knife, a folding 


knife 
Khasi------------ dab---------------- the handle of a knife 
Assamese------- dab---------------- a folding handle, 


a handle that serves as 
a case of a knife. 


Khasi------------ dathew----------- thoughtfully, 


Assamese------ 


deliberately 


kren-dathew-----to speak by pondering 
over the matter, to speak 
after proper deliberation 


dathi-------------- firmly,emphatically 
(speaking) 

dathi ko---------- to speak firmly, 
emphatically 

doloi------------- a ruler or chief (in Jaintia 


Hills), a title of honour 
-doloi-------------- the title of the chief or 
head of a party or group, 


chief priest of a temple. 
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price 
Assamese------- dor 
Khasi------------ duar--------------- a door, opening 
Assamese------- duar--------------- door, an entrance into a 
house, an entrance into 
a country, a mountain 
pass. 
Khasi------------ hali---------------- an irrigated rice field 
Assamese------- xali---------------- rice cultivated in low 
moist land. 
Khasi------------ han 
duck 
Assamese------- hah 
Khasi------------ hana------------- so they say, it is said that 
Assamese------- heno-------------- so it is said or rumored, 
perhaps it may be. 
Khasi------------ hara--------------- a set or a row or a group 
of persons or things. 
Assamese------- Xari---------------- a row, a line of things, 


persons etc. 
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market 
Assamese------- hat 
Khasi----------- hati 

elephant 
Assamese------- hati 
Khasi------------ hikai 

to teach 
Assamese------- xika 
Khasi------------ h'oid 

yes 
Assamese------- hoi 
Khasi------------ huleng------------ ape (black), hoolok 
Assamese------- holou------------- a species of monkey, 

the hoolok 

Khasi------------ jathi--------------- a kind of lance 
Assamese------- -jathi--------------- a spear, javelin, a lance 
Khasi------------ jom 

God of death 
Asamese-------- jom 
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Khasi------------ J'------------------ India rubber, Ficus 
elastica. 


jiri-sim------------ the banyan tree, 
Ficus bengalensis 


Assamese------- JOTI---------------- Java fig or ceylon 
willow tree Ficus retusa 


Khasi------------ -juhai-------------- a kind of sweet, scented 
rice 

Assamese------- joha--------------- a kind of fragrant and 
fine rice. 

Khasi------------ juk 
leech 

Assamese------- jok 

Khasi------------ jukali-------------- a common labourer, 
coolie 

Assamese------- jugali-------------- a workman's assistant, 
usually a common 
labourer. 

Khasi------------ laha 


lac, sealing wax 
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a top, spinning top 


Assamese------- latum 
Khasi----------- lei, balei 
why 
Assamese------- keloi, kelei 
Khasi------------ lok----------------- a companion, friend 
Assamese------- log----------------- a companion 
companionship, union 
contact 
Khasi------------ luksan------------ to suffer loss 
Assamese------- loksan------------ loss, waste, harm 
Khasi------------ lur----------------- to plough 
Assamese------- lor----------------- a furrow, groove, 
a small drain. 
Khasi------------ lynkhuid 
naked 
Assamese------- lengta 
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Khasi------------ mahadei---------- the title of a Syiem's 
wife, Queen 


Assamese------- madoi The chief or principal 
Queen of a King 
mohadoi 
Khasi------------ main-------------- features, mien 
Assamese------- mui---------------- shape, form 
Khasi------------ mait 
mosquito 
Assamese------- moh 
Khasi------------ makia------------- to beg, to go from door 
to door 
Assamese------- mag--------------- to beg, to solicit, to ask 
as alms 
Khasi------------ mama, ma 
maternal uncle 
Assamese------- mama 
Khasi------------ mikhli------------- to jumble, to mix up 
Assamese------- miholi------------- a mixture, mixed. 
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An agricultual 
implement resembling 


the harrow 
Assamese------- moi 
Khasi------------ moina 
a kind of black bird of 
the starling family, myna 
or maina 
Assamese------- moina 
Khasi------------ mula-------------- a low stool made of 
plaited bamboo, 
a cane chair 
Assamese------- murha------------- a plaited bamboo stool 
Khasi------------ muta-------------- rough, coarse 
Assamese------- mota-------------- thick, coarse, rough, 
bulky. 
Khasi------------ nakra-------------- a big drum 
Assamese------- nagera------------ a small kettle drum 
nagra 
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Khasi------------ NOI---------------- a small bamboo pipe 
(used in hookah) 


Assamese------- noli---------------- a tube or pipe attached 
to hooka, a pipe, tube, 
windpipe, throat. 


Khasi------------ nur---------------- a channel, ditch, drain 

Assamese------- lor----------------- a groove, furrow, small 
drain 

Khasi------------ nurak 
hell 

Assamese------- norok 

Khasi------------ O 

(Pnar) yes 

Assamese------- O 

Khasi------------ oho 

(Pnar) no 

Assamese------- oho 

Khasi------------ pali------------ one's turn 

Assamese------ pal------------- a turn in rotation, one's turn 


pop 
sin 
Assamese------- pap 
Khasi----------- paro 
pigeon 
Assamese------- paro 
Khasi----------- phita--------- a tape 
pita from Portuguese 
Assamese------ phita--------- a tape, 
ribbon 
Khasi------------ (ba) phyrnai-----bright, brilliant 
Assamese------- pohar------------- light, brightness 
Khasi------------ pla----------------- a bag, pocket 
Assamese------- topola------------- a bundle, package 
Khasi------------ poi 
to reach, arrive at 
Assamese------- pa 
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Khasi------------ PpOr---------------- time, period 


Assamese------- Ppor---------------- time, period, one 
fourth of day or night, 
period of three hours, 
an occasion. 


Khasi------------ pukri-------------- a well 
Assamese------- pukhuri----------- a pond, tank, a water 
reservoir 

Khasi------------ puri 

a fairy 
Assamese------- pori 
Khasi------------ rakho------------- one who tends cattle, 

a cowherd 
Assamese------- rokhia------------- a keeper, protector 


bhera-rokhia-----shephard 


goru-rakhia------ cowherd 
gorokhia 


Khasi------------ Ram-shangki 
a kind of musket used 
in ancient times 
Assamese------- Ramsangi 
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Assamese------ rong 
Khasi----------- shalani---------- 
Assamese------ saloni------------ 


shisha 
xosha 


colour, paint 


a small round 
winnowing basket, 
a sieve 


a Sleve, strainer, riddle 


fie 


true, real 


dry, parched (earth or 
weather) 


chair 


lime 
Assamese------- soon 
Khasi------------ shuri-------------- a long knife, dagger 
Assamese------- SUII---------------- a knife 
Khasi------------ sliah--------------- to detach, denude 
Assamese------- sela---------------- to peal, denude 
Khasi----------- slim 
The earthen bowl like 
pipe of the hookah 
where embers burn 
Assamese------- silim 
Khasi------------ soh niamtra 
soh myntra orange 
Assamese------- xumothira 
Khasi------------ sorki-------------- mortar 
Assamese------- surki-------------- brick powder 
soon-surki------- a kind of mortar 


containing brick 
powder. 
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Khasi------------ suda--------------- empty, vacant 


Assamese------- xuda-------------- empty, 


vacant, alone, 
simple vain, profitless. 


Khasi----------- sudakar 
sydakar merchant, trader 
Assamese------- xodagar 
Khasi----------- suk---------------- happy, contented 
Assamese------- xukh-------------- happiness, pleasure 
Khasi------------ suloi 
gun 
Assamese------- hiloi 
Khasi------------ suwaga 
borax 
Assamese------ xuwaga 
Khasi------------ takhaw wretchedly poor, 
penurious, having 
takhew scanty hair 
Assamese------- tokona----------- a very poor man 


Khasi------------ tangon----------- to club, to beat with big 
sticks on the head 


or body. 
Assamese------- tangon----------- a big stick, cudgel 
tongonia--------- to cudgel, beat with a 


heavy stick. 


Khasi------------ tari 
knife 
Assamese------- kotari 
Khasi------------ thamula----------- joking, funny 
Assamese------- dhemeliya-------- sportive, funny, 
jocular, jocose. 
Khasi------------ thiep-------------- an uphill, an ascent 
Assamese------- thio---------------- steep, precipitous, 
standing, upright, 
perpendicular. 
Khasi------------ thik---------------- exactly, precisely 
Assamese------- thik---------------- true, certain, exact, 
fit,right just, sure, 
proper. 
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Khasi------------ thor-thor---------- flutteringly, tremblingly 


Assamese------- thor-thor kore---severely, violently 
(said of trembling) 
thor-thori--------- trembling 
Khasi------------ thup 
heap, pile 
Assamese------- thup 
Khasi------------ thurmur----------- inconsiderately, 
recklessly 
Assamese------ hurmur----------- in a hurry, in haste, 
haphazardly 
inconsiderately, 
thoughtlessly, 
recklessly 
Khasi------------ tlor---------------- to fall off (as leaves) 
slor---------------- to come off (as hairs) 
Assamese------- XOI---------------- to fall off, drop off 
Khasi------------ tong--------------- to draw (water from a 


well or vessel or fish 
from a river) 


Assamese------- dang-------------- to lift, raise 


---tula 
cotton, cleaned cotton 
---tula 
---tur01--------------- trumpet 
---tUIi---------------- a kind of wind musical 
instrument used in war 
---tyngka 
money, Rupee 
---toka 
~--U[--------=--9---=-- to slip, to fall 
---POI---------------- to fall, slip, drop 
---u share----------- shephard 
---SOfa--------------- to pasture 
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